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Square Dance activity to do what can be done to make Square Dancing improved for 

all.   

It is the mission of CONTRALAB to promote Contra Dance across the world by assisting 

in the development of Contra Dance leaders and callers.   

The International Association of Gay Square Dance Clubs is an umbrella organization 

supporting gay and lesbian Modern Western Square Dance clubs in the United States, 

Canada, Japan, and Denmark.   

The objective of the National Square Dance Campers Association is to provide an 

opportunity for, and to encourage those interested in, both Modern Western Style 

Square Dancing and Camping, and to combine these two activities for mutual 

enjoyment.   

There are organizations to serve the needs of the single Square Dancer.  The Single 

Square Dancers USA, and Bachelors 'n' Bachelorettes International are national 

organizations of single Square Dance clubs and single dancers, which were established 

to promote and stimulate interest in Square Dancing among unmarried adults of all 

ages.   

The Universal Round Dance Council (URDC) is a worldwide organization of Round 

Dance teachers and dancers dedicated to Round Dancing as an individual movement 

and to quality dancing on all levels. 

To serve the Handicapable community, the US Handicapable Square Dance 

Association was founded in 1988 and holds a National Handicapable Square Dance 

Convention, in even number years under the theme - to ensure that the Handicapable 

have the opportunity to experience the Square Dance Spirit.  

The primary objective of the USAWest Square Dance Convention® is to further the good 

fellowship of Square Dancing and to provide communication, knowledge of, and 

education for the operations of all phases of Square Dancing in order to promote, 
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protect, and perpetuate the future of the activity through mutual understanding and 

cooperation throughout the world.   

The Lloyd Shaw Dance Archives is the nation's premiere archive for American dance 

history.  It is now part of the larger collection of dance materials found at Special 

Collections in the University of Denver Library.  The Lloyd Shaw portion of this collection 

includes over 1,600 books, 29,000 periodicals, 1,360 callers' notes, 170 dance 

programs, 450 workshop notes and syllabi, almost 2,000 cue sheets and an estimated 

20,000 sound and picture recordings.  Other holdings include general dance research 

materials including ballet, modern dance, stage dancing, ballroom, English country-

dance, international folk dance, dance costumes, letters, photographs, and special 

collections including the Jimmy Clossin collection, the Walsh collection, and the Shaw 

collection.   

Another fine archive of Square Dance memorabilia is the Square Dance Foundation of 

New England founded in 1973 by caller and editor of The New England Square Dance 

Caller Magazine, Charlie Baldwin, and his wife Bertha. 

The Kentucky Dance Foundation is another outstanding library of historical information 

to help preserve and advance the cultural heritage of folk dancing and related arts.  

Fourteen of these major organizations have joined together to create the Alliance of 

Round, Traditional and Square-Dance, Inc. (ARTS-Dance) an IRS Tax Exempt 

charitable entity for the purpose of promoting the dance activities represented by all of 

these groups.   

Communication is the key ingredient that has persisted throughout the development of 

the Square Dance activity, be it the communicating of the Caller to the Dancer or the 

communication between dancers and dance organizations, it is the vital element that is 

essential for success.  This is still true today, only today we have an endless array of 

communication tools to utilize to promote the Square Dance Spirit. 

http://www.sdfne.org/
http://www.sdfne.org/
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Square Dancing has continued to evolve and provide an activity geared to all.  There 

are basic programs for those who prefer the simple approach or more advanced levels 

for those seeking a challenge.  As people’s taste in music changes, so does the music 

that is utilized for Square Dancing.  More and more contemporary, upbeat, and lively 

music is used to appeal to all. 

In this modern era, Square Dancing is a healthy, enjoyable recreation providing 

exercise for the body and mental stimulation for the mind in a social setting free of drugs 

and alcohol.  The fellowship of the Square Dance activity is enjoyed by those of all ages 

from schoolchildren to their parents, grandparents, and even great-grandparents.  

 

Unfortunately, this activity that we all love and enjoy, that has become the fabric of our 

lives – where lifelong friendships are made, and lifetime partners are found – this 

wonderful activity is dying.  There are times when we feel the need to check the obituary 

section to see if there is an Obituary of the Square Dance Spirit, that it has died and that 

no one bothered to tell us.   

 

Our dancer base has decreased dramatically over the last several years – as evidenced 

by the attendance at the National Square Dance Conventions®, State Conventions, and 

local Festivals.  Clubs are folding and closing their doors due to the lack of dancers 

willing to work at making the club successful or to take on leadership roles.   

 

It is getting harder to entice non-dancers into the activity – their time being heavily filled 

with work, family and outside obligations.  There has been a lot of discussion about 

what to do to resolve this situation – with no real answers.   

 

With our numbers diminishing, like the Olympic flame, the Square Dance spirit requires 

maintaining and nurturing to ensure that it again flourishes.  This can only be 

accomplished through the cooperation of all of us in the activity.  
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We know that it is a well-rounded activity being physically, mentally, and socially 

stimulating and beneficial for all – having no boundaries as to age, gender or ability.  

We also know that the numbers of people participating in this great activity are 

decreasing and this is why ARTS-Dance has gathered all the major dance organizations 

together to try to find ways to increase the number of dancers and to spread the Square 

Dance Spirit by encouraging more people to become involved. 

 

It’s going to take all of us – not just a few people in the major dance organizations to 

help turn the activity around.  We need dancers bringing new ideas, energy and 

enthusiasm from the Club level on up through the State and National levels.  We are all 

in this together, so make your ideas known – and let’s keep it going so that future 

generations can experience the fun and fellowship of this wholesome activity that we 

love and enjoy so much.  While Square Dancing belongs on the “Endangered Species 

List,” let’s not keep the Square Dance Spirit a secret and watch it become extinct only to 

be found in the history books.  Let us join together to re-ignite the Square Dance Spirit 

and breathe life back into the activity we know and love. 

 

Whether you learned or heard something new or were reminded of a thought, or 

perhaps something forgotten, I hope that I have sparked the flame to re-ignite the Spirit 

in each of you and that you will take this Spirit with you as you leave here and share it 

with your fellow dancers and watch it grow.  Hopefully in this time together I have given 

you insight into the evolution of our dance activity and how it has grown to become what 

we know today as the “Best Kept Secret” ever. 

 

Remember – one person alone cannot make the activity grow, just as one cannot 

Square Dance alone – it takes all of us working together, and this is the Square Dance 

Spirit. 

Jim Maczko 
Post Office Box 712918 

San Diego, California  92171-2918 
619-295-2635 

jmaczko@san.rr.com 

mailto:jmaczko@san.rr.com
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The Keynote Speaker for the 57th National Square Dance Convention®, Jim Maczko, is one of the nation’s 
foremost square dance leaders.  Jim’s involvement within the activity covers all facets of the square dance 
movement. 

Recently honored for his 50 years of service to square dancing, Jim’s commitment and dedication were 
recognized by his home association, the San Diego Square Dance Association, at its annual Fiesta de la Cuadrilla, 
on November 6, 2004.  The California Square Dance Council and the Council Affiliate Organizations honored and 
recognized Jim at their quarterly meeting a week later. 

At the age of seven, Jim began dancing in 1954, with the Junior Levis and Laces in Lemon Grove, California, 
under the direction of caller Juan Franks.  Beginning his leadership role at an early age, he was elected and served 
as President of the San Diego Junior Square Dance Association in 1963, an association of area youth clubs. 

Jim, past president of the San Diego Square Dance Association, has been General Chairman of their “Fiesta de la 
Cuadrilla” twice.  Serving as President of the California Square Dance Council from 1977 to 1979, he became the 
only four-term Council President when he was elected for a second two-year term, 1990-1992. 

One of the founding fathers of the United Square Dancers of America (USDA), Jim served as its first President 
from 1981 to 1983.  He continues to serve on the Executive Committee as Parliamentarian. 

Jim has accepted many various appointed positions for San Diego Association, California Council, and USDA, 
including Parliamentarian for all three.  He has served on committees of several California State Square Dance 
Conventions.  A member of the USA West Policy Board, Jim was Co-General Chairman of the second USA West, 
held in San Francisco in 1998. 

Attending his first National Convention in San Diego in 1956, the 57th NSDC will be his 44th National 
Convention.  Jim’s involvement with these Nationals includes participating in 23 different panels as moderator or 
panelists.  As Publicity Chairman and a member of the Board of Directors of the 1976 National Square Dance 
Convention® in Anaheim, he was partially responsible for attracting the nearly 40,000 dancers in attendance, the 
largest National Convention.  One of the originators of the Alliance of Rounds, Traditional and Square Dance 
(ARTS), Jim was elected its first Chairman of the Governing Board (2004-2006).  He was instrumental in achieving 
501 (c) (3) non-profit, a charitable status, for the ARTS. 

Considered one of the foremost experts on the history and development of square dancing and its offshoots, Jim’s 
expertise and guidance are regularly sought by dancers and callers.  Jim received the CALLERLAB Chairman’s 
Award in 2006.  A prominent and supreme square dance leader, Jim is well deserving of the honors bestowed upon 
him. 




